SATIRE MUST

Be based on the
real, but not
made unreal
Awaken us to the
wickedness and
folly of life

Have a purpose
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IT'S Too SHoRTI
GET ouTl(y -

Cartoon by CHRISTIAN KEESEE, Salem High School (Vir.) Oracle; Kellee Barbour, adviser

Satire is a vehicle to present an opinion
and to point out the ridiculous world in which
we live. Satire can dress up editorial content
with a fresh face.

BY LORI OGLESBEE

o the entire schoal and community worship
the journalisim students at your school? Does
i each student have his/her own laptop? Does
the adviser have a secretary? Do small chil-
dren dream their entire lives that they may
actually work on the school newspaper?

No? Then, let’s de something about it.

Go to the next school board meeting, Speak dur-
ing the open forum. Ask that 15 additional journalism
teachers be hired to focus on the special needs of each
type of position on the yearbook, newspaper and broad-
casting stalls. Of course, they will need to be well-paid.
One dollar less than the superintendent will do. You
willl need one wha specializes in feature writing, one
in design, one in editorials, one in theme development,
one in videography, etc. Oh, yeah, we want a secretary,
Loo.

Next you'll need a masseuse to rub those tired shoul-
ders from working on the computer for long hours and
hauling equipment. Come to think of it, lets get some

o

kids who would like to be on staff to haul our equip-
ment and bring us cold drinks. We could also use a hot
tub on the deck we could have outside our classroom.

And speaking of classrooms, lets build 2 new one.
We'll need a large facility with the latest in everything.
It'll be costly, but we can just get Coca-Cela to pay for
it. We'll even need a large facility for the school to gather
in. Right before an issue of the newspaper comes out
or the yearbook has a deadline, we'll invite the entire
school to an assembly. So see, the facility will be for
everyone.

The editors and producers will speak. “Yeah, we're
having a big deadline this week. We know we're going
to meet it. Meet it early! It's going to be awesome!” The
deafening cheers of the crowd continue until he returns
to his seat with the rest of the staff. The band will play,
and the cheerleaders will squeal. Itll bring the whole
school together.

Ridiculous, you say? Realistic, | say.

If you haven't seen through the facade yet, let me

WINTER 2003









