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\Writing an opinion piece might
seem the easiest kind of writing to a
young reporter. No interviews with
stuffy school officials. No books to

read. After all, it’s Just writang how-

vou feel, 1sn i

Nope.

Like a lot of things that look easy, a
lot of work goes mto making an inter-
one. It’s not just writing that you feel,
for example, that all rap music will
die by the year 2000. It’s also telling
the reader why you feel that way and
what facts support your argument.

It’s making a case for the way you

see the world. Not just ranting and
raving in print.

How do you write a good oplnion -

piece? By going back to the basics of
journalism — interviews, taking
notes and researching your topic.

Here are five tips to help you write
good opinion essays:

1. Organize your facts. To write
about anything from rap to the poor
conditions of the school gymnasium,
interview experts, fellow students
with different opinions and do some
reading on your topic. Get away from
shallow . thinking like, “I think rap
will die because I hate it.’ ‘

2. Plan your editorial. Outline your
key points. Make sure that your ar-
guments are logical. If your “Rap
music stinks” edritorial shows you
don’t know Dr. Dre from Marky
Mark, you’ll lose ‘your readers and
Credlblhty

3. There’s no need to say thmgs
like “In my opinion,” or “as I see it.”
People will know it’s you.

4. Beware of hot topics on campus
and 1n the news. Timeliness counts.
No one wants to read about how you
feel about the extravagance of the
school prom in December. (See
Timeliness.)

S. Finally, choose a topic you feel
passionate about. Then you can’t
ITUSS. '






