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“It was gross.”

Not much of a start for a story. But
it was great teaser for a follow-up
question as part of an in-depth

interview.

Consider a story my editor started working on a
lew years ago about the growing crime problem in
our area. He began with inlormation on a body that
had been found over a month before. That was really
old news, but by finding a new approach through the
information he got from his interviews, he was able
to write an outstanding lead that captured the read-
ers’ attention and held it.

Maggots crawling across the body didn't stop
Tyrone LaRue, freshman, and Ryan Klen, sopho-
mare, from looking.

“He was on his back with his knees kinda up,
like this,” LaRue said, pulling his legs up in front of
him. “He had a business shirt on, buttoned-up, but
it was over his face - like this - and his arm was
over; like this.” He bends his right arm over his head.

“And he had his underwear at his knees.”
Suppose a reporter first asked LaRue about the

body and he said, “Tt was gross.” Il the reporter had
left it at that, he would not have had the inflormation
he needed for that enticing lead.
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Professional newspapers cover the big news of the
day, but they also cover the same stories year aller
year: elections, the Olympics, wrallic, pollution, crime,
and so on. Because they are covering the same topics,
they must find new ways of covering old news., To do
that, they find the people directly impacted by the
news and interview them.

High school papers cover whats new each year,
but they also cover the same Lopics year afler year:
homecoming, prom, spring break, graduation. To
reach their audience, student reporters should do the
same thing prolessionals do: [ind the people directly
impacted by the news and interview them.

Because high school papers come out infrequently,
it is almost impossible Lo report news as soon as it
happens. Therefore, reporters should featurize the
news by finding a unique way to present information
that is not necessarily new. Good feature stories are
built around strong quotes. You can't gel good quotes
unless you interview well.

Interviewing means sitting down with a source and
talking one-on-one, not handing someone a list of
questions and having them write down the answers.
Many student journalists think interviewing is “get-
ling a quote.” I cringe every time | hear those words.
Interviewing is so much more than that. To get the
information you need to make a story interesting, you
must spend time with people getting details and an-
ecdotes. The bottom line: To get people to read your
stories, you must begin with strong interviews.
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